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PAGE  2LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS WITHIN 10KM RADIUS

MWLACONTEXT

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

Important Landscape Area

Doncaster LCT’s

East Riding of Yorkshire
LCA / LCT

North Yorkshire LCT / LCA

All Local Landscape Character Types / Areas 
within NCA39 - Humberhead Levels

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 28 Vale Farmland with 
Plantation Woodland and 
Heathland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 23 Levels Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 23 Levels Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 23 Levels Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 24 River Floodplain

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 24 River Floodplain

SELBY

HOWDEN

GOOLE

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4B River Ouse Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4C River Ouse Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 5A Open Farmland

IMPORTANT LANDSCAPE AREA
River Derwent Corridor and
Lower Derwent Valley

IMPORTANT LANDSCAPE AREA
Thorne & Hatfield Moors

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4A Derwent Valley 
River Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4D River Aire 
Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 8C M62 Corridor LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

TYPE 9B Drained Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE F2 Owston to Sykeshouse 
Settled Clay Farmlands

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE G2 Thorne and Hatfield
Peat Moorlands

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 8A M62 Corridor

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER
TYPE 7B Foulness 
Open Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 9D Drained Farmland

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER
TYPE 9C 
Drained 
Farmland
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PAGE  3TABLE OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTER EFFECTS

MWLALVIA PREDICTED EFFECTS

LCA AFFECTED WITHIN 10KM  AREA (HA) SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT MITIGATION / ENHANCEMENT MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES FROM EXISTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS

CT 23 Levels Farmland 37,513 Moderate Adverse None Proposed

• Use existing hedgerows and biomass planting to integrate built development in the 
landscape; 
• Maintain high water tables to prevent the drying out of soils and damage to archaeological 
evidence; 
• Encourage the re-creation of a wider range of habitats in arable areas, including the 
introduction of permanent grassland field margins, grass buffers along water courses, and 
linking them where possible to create a grassland habitat network; 
• Introduce a wide range of arable options to enhance habitats for birds and insects; 
• Incorporate miscanthus and short rotation coppice into the landscape, with particular 
consideration to landscape character, avoiding peatland sites and areas of historic field 
patterns; 
• Manage watercourses to encourage emergent vegetation, including rare species and to 
improve habitats for water voles; 
• Extend natural washlands to increase areas of wetland habitats and assist in flood risk 
management.

LCT 24 River Floodplain 15,268 Moderate Adverse None Proposed

• Ensure effective catchment management to sustain water quality; 
• Encourage the creation of new woodland along appropriate riverbanks, which 
complements the existing woodland pattern; 
• Conserve the natural form of the rivers by avoiding engineered solutions to water 
management, such as canalisation, bank hardening and river straightening; 
• Conserve natural river floodplain features, such as meanders, oxbows, old river channels, 
ponds and islands; 
• Conserve valuable floodplain habitats (such as Ings) by encouraging low intensity grazing in 
the remaining semi-natural habitats (which include mire, fen, flushes, marshy grassland and 
wet 
• Restore and enhance wetland habitats; 
• Target agri-environment scheme support for management of broadleaved woodland, 
wetland pasture and meadow habitats; 
• Encourage conservation of existing key habitats and landscape features and expand the 
resource through habitat restoration and re-creation guided by ecological networks.

LCT 4 River Corridors 
LCA 4A Derwent Valley 593 Moderate Adverse None Proposed

• Protect and enhance watercourse network 
• Create species rich grassland along floodplain landscape 
• Conserve medieval field pattern 
• Protect long distance views 
• Avoid impacts on remoteness and tranquillity 
• Encourage river corridor habitat diversity

LCT 4 River Corridors 
LCA 4B River Ouse Corridor 453 Moderate Adverse None Proposed

• Protect and enhance watercourse network 
• Create species rich grassland along floodplain landscape 
• Conserve medieval field pattern 
• Protect long distance views 
• Avoid impacts on remoteness and tranquillity 
• Encourage river corridor habitat diversity

LCT 4 River Corridors 
LCA 4D River Aire 468 Moderate Adverse None Proposed

• Protect and enhance watercourse network 
• Create species rich grassland along floodplain landscape 
• Conserve medieval field pattern 
• Protect long distance views 
• Avoid impacts on remoteness and tranquillity 
• Encourage river corridor habitat diversity

Lower Derwent Important Land-
scape Area 484 Moderate-Major Adverse None Proposed

• Protect and enhance watercourse network 
• Create species rich grassland along floodplain landscape 
• Conserve medieval field pattern 
• Protect long distance views 
• Avoid impacts on remoteness and tranquillity 
• Encourage river corridor habitat diversity

TOTAL AREA (HA)  54,779 
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PAGE  4SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS WHERE NO OFF-SITE MITIGATION/ENHANCEMENT PROPOSED

MWLALVIA PREDICTED EFFECTS

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

Significant Adverse Landscape Effects at 
Stage2/3

Moderate - Major

Moderate

Minor to Negligible

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 28 Vale Farmland with 
Plantation Woodland and 
Heathland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 23 Levels Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 23 Levels Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 23 Levels Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 24 River Floodplain

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 24 River Floodplain

SELBY

HOWDEN

GOOLE

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4B River Ouse Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4C River Ouse Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 5A Open Farmland

IMPORTANT LANDSCAPE AREA
River Derwent Corridor and
Lower Derwent Valley

IMPORTANT LANDSCAPE AREA
Thorne & Hatfield Moors

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4A Derwent Valley 
River Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 4D River Aire 
Corridor

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE 8C M62 Corridor LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

TYPE 9B Drained Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE F2 Owston to Sykeshouse 
Settled Clay Farmlands

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
TYPE G2 Thorne and Hatfield
Peat Moorlands

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 8A M62 Corridor

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER
TYPE 7B Foulness 
Open Farmland

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE 9D Drained Farmland

LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER
TYPE 9C 
Drained 
Farmland
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PAGE  5SIGNIFICANT VISUAL EFFECTS ON PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

MWLALVIA PREDICTED EFFECTS

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

Public Right of Way

LVIA Representative Viewpoints

Significant Adverse Visual Effects at Stage 2/3
NOTE: Does not include effects on residents

Moderate - Major

Moderate

Open Greenspace
(shown for context)

Minor to Negligible

DRAFT



PAGE  6SIGNIFICANT VISUAL EFFECTS ON TRANS PENNINE TRAIL

MWLALVIA PREDICTED EFFECTS

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

Trans Pennine Trail

Trans Pennine Trail (Cycle)

LVIA Representative Viewpoints

Moderate - Major

Minor to Negligible

Significant Adverse Visual Effects at Stage 2/3
NOTE: Does not include effects on residents
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PAGE  7EXISTING OFF-SITE MITIGATION FUNDS TO MAJOR PROJECTS

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION PRECEDENTS

WOODSMITH POLYHALITE MINE, NORTH YORKSHIRE

LPA: NORTH YORK MOORS NATIONAL PARK

GOOLE FIELDS WIND FARM, EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE

LPA: EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE COUNCIL

ALLERTON WASTE RECOVERY PARK, NORTH YORKSHIRE

LPA: NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

KEY FEATURES

The Sirius Minerals Foundation is an independent charity set up 

as a community fund to spend a share of revenues from Sirius 

Minerals’ Woodsmith Mine near Whitby. The first funding of £2 

million has become available following the recent commencement 

of construction of Sirius’ mine. Sirius Minerals will contribute an 

annual royalty of 0.5% of sales from its Woodsmith Mine to the 

Foundation for 100 years. This commitment to the community will 

see the Foundation ultimately benefit from millions of pounds a 

year, with estimates putting the figure at over £10 million per year.

The fund includes landscape and ecology as a target to support 

Green Infrastructure initiatives and specifically includes tree 

planting for carbon sequestration, habitat improvements, ecology 

projects, traditional boundary restoration, and public access 

improvements. 

KEY FEATURES

The first Goole Fields Wind Farm started operating in 2014 which 

also saw the introduction of a community fund. Innogy Renewables 

UK (innogy), the wind farm operators made an annual donation 

to this fund, enabling it to support a wide range of projects which 

were of benefit to the local community. The commissioning of the 

second wind farm (Goole 2) in late 2016 brought with it a further 

donation. The Goole Fields Winds Farm Community Fund now 

receives a substantially increased funding from the operator. From 

January 2018 the annual donation from innogy will be nearly 

£250,000 per annum.  A proportion of the additional Goole 2 funds 

will be ring fenced to a separate fund for an East Riding wide area 

of benefit which will be launched during 2018.

KEY FEATURES

Allerton Waste Recovery Park was granted planning permission on 

14 February 2013. A Landscape & Cultural Heritage Fund (LCHF)  

was established as part of the Section 106 planning permission 

to deliver proposals to enhance and strengthen landscape 

character, biodiversity, and cultural heritage interests. The fund 

value of £840,000 was calculated from a range of theoretical, but 

typical, landscape screening and enhancement projects designed 

to reduce landscape and visual impacts over the areas most 

affected by the development over a five year period.The fund is 

administered by Two Ridings Community Foundation (TRCF) on 

behalf of North Yorkshire County Council. The fund provides for a 

Small Grants Scheme (up to £1,000), a Medium Grants Scheme 

(£1,000 to £10,000), and a Large Grants Scheme (£10,000 to 

£50,000). The LCHF is in addition to a further S.106 fund of £1.3m 

to restore aspects of Allerton Park, a Grade II Registered Park and 

Garden. 

DRAFT



PAGE  8LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ENHANCEMENT EXAMPLE WITHIN 3KM RADIUS

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 1

© Crown Copyright.  Ordnance Survey 2018.  100017946

Trans Pennine Trail

1 Km radius

3 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

Trans Pennine Trail - Cycle

Hedgerow Restoration

Native Woodland

SSSI

Native Floodplain Meadow and 
Wildflower grassland

Wetland

Landscape Character Enhancement

1.	 The Landscape Character Enhancement Examples (Page 8 and 9) shows a 
range of theoretical, but typical, environmental works to potentially compensate 
for acknowledged weaknesses in landscape character and prescribed 
management objectives set out in published Landscape Character Assessments 
for North Yorkshire and East Riding of Yorkshire.

2.	 The Enhancement Examples support local and regional Green Infrastructure 
objectives, and also contribute to the North Yorkshire Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy.

3.	 The Examples are based on the Derwent Valley Important Landscape Area where 
the predicted significant effects are considered to be Moderate-Major Adverse; 
and on a landscape tract within 3Km radius of Drax Power Station where 
landscape character and pattern have been incrementally eroded over time, and 
the predicted significant effects are considered to be Moderate Adverse.

4.	 The Examples show:

•	 Field pattern reinstatement from hedgerow restoration and re-planting based on 
OS historic mapping from 1846 - 1958.

•	 Areas of potential new native woodland to contribute towards the White Rose 
Forest and HEYwoods Initiatives (parts of the Northern Forest) based on EA 
WWNP Floodplain and Riparian Woodland Potential specifically to improve 
habitat diversity, contribute towards carbon sequestration, enhance visual 
amenity, and provide public recreational access for local health and wellbeing 
objectives.

•	 Areas of wildflower meadow and floodplain meadow to assist natural flood 
management, improve habitat diversity, and convert arable land to permanent 
pasture (a management objective of the LCA assessment).

•	 Areas of wetland to assist natural flood management and improve habitat 
diversity.

5.	 The Examples include an order of cost per hectare which could potentially be 
used to develop the value of an off-site mitigation fund to offset or compensate for 
the predicted Moderate-Major and Moderate significant adverse effects on local 
landscape character areas.

6.	 The following pages show a range of current projects that could also be used 
as the basis for developing an off-site mitigation fund value where delivery 
mechanisms are already potentially in place.
DRAFT



PAGE  9LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ENHANCEMENT EXAMPLE WITHIN DERWENT VALLEY IMPORTANT LANDSCAPE AREA (SSSI, RAMSAR)

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 1

3 Km radius

Trans Pennine Trail

10 Km radius

1 Km radius

LEGEND:

Trans Pennine Trail - Cycle

RAMSAR

Derwent Valley ILA

Hedgerow Restoration

Native Woodland

SSSI

Native Floodplain Meadow and 
Wildflower grassland

Wetland

Landscape Character Enhancement

© Crown Copyright.  Ordnance Survey 2018.  100017946

Item Enhancement Unit Quantity Rate Total Land Purchase @ £35K/Ha

1 Hedgerow creation to restore 
historic field pattern. 
Double row native species 60-
80cms with spiral guards and 1m 
high post and mesh protective 
fencing

lin.m  116,207  £24.00  £2,788,968.00 

2 Native species woodland. 60-80cm 
transplants at 1m cts with 10% 
Feathered trees 2.5m high

Ha 84 £35,000.00  £2,940,000.00 £2,940,000.00 

3 Wildflower meadow / floodplain 
meadow creation

Ha 165 £13,000.00  £2,145,000.00  £5,775,000.00 

4 Wetland creation/enhancement Ha 138 £10,000.00  £1,380,000.00  £4,830,000.00 

TOTAL  £9,253,968.00  £13,545,000.00 

5 Equivalent Landscape Character 
Overall Area Enhancement Ha 2,850  £3,247.00  £9,253,968.00 

6 Equivalent to: m2 £0.32

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ENHANCEMENT EXAMPLE - APPROXIMATE ESTIMATE (PAGES 8 and 9)

OPTION 1 OBJECTIVE

Develop off-site mitigation fund over a prescribed period of 
time to compensate for the predicted Moderate-Major and 
Moderate significant adverse effects on local landscape 
character areas

Fund Value: 50% of Landscape Character Enhancement 
Example = £10.85m

Landscape rates from Spon’s External Works and Landscape Price Book and 
recent competitive landscape contracts based on NBS landscape specification

DRAFT



THE NORTHERN FOREST

PAGE  10ENVIRONMENT AGENCY WWNP FLOODPLAIN & RIPARIAN WOODLAND POTENTIAL

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 2

KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE NORTHERN 
FOREST
•	 reducing flood risk;
•	 helping to adapt to and mitigate risks from 

projected climate change;
•	 improving health and wellbeing;
•	 increasing opportunities for access and 

recreation;
•	 improving the quality of place; and
•	 enabling increases to biodiversity and 

providing ecological networks.

POTENTIAL DELIVERY VEHICLES: 

•	 THE NORTHERN FOREST

•	 LEEDS CITY REGION BLUE GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY

•	 YORKSHIRE DERWENT CATCHMENT 
PARTNERSHIP

•	 NORTH YORKSHIRE AND YORK 
LOCAL NATURE PARTNERSHIP

•	 DALES TO VALE RIVERS NETWORK

KEY OBJECTIVES OF LEEDS REGIONAL 
BLUE GREEN STRATEGY
•	 Effective water management and flood risk 

reduction
•	 Build green and blue infrastructure into 

physical development and housing
•	 Enhance green and blue corridors and 

networks
•	 Heighten community access to and enjoy-

ment of green and blue infrastructure
•	 Plant and manage more trees and woodland
•	 Restore the uplands and manage them 

sustainably
•	 Business growth, jobs, skills and education

OPTION 2 OBJECTIVE

Develop a Community Trust Fund to establish a woodland 
based project to deliver Partnership objectives around 
floodplain and riparian woodland, public access corridors, 
education in schools, all to provide significant health and 
wellbeing outcomes.

Fund Value: 10% of Floodplain Woodland Potential within 
3Km boundary (significant adverse effect) = 400 Ha x 
£35K = £14m

Trans Pennine Trail

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

WWNP Riparian
Woodland Potential

WWNP Floodplain
Woodland Potential

DRAFT
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PAGE  11TRANS PENNINE TRAIL CURRENT PROJECTS

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 3

OPTION 3 OBJECTIVE

Develop a Community Trust Fund to support existing and 
future TPT projects within a 10Km radius that achieve 
aims and objectives of Key Partnerships, and develop 
linkages to existing PROW network

Fund Value: TPT projects 436K x 25 years = £10.9m

Trans Pennine Trail

Watercourse

Trans Pennine Trail Cycle Route

Project Location

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

TRANS PENNINE TRAIL CURRENT PROJECTS WITHIN 10KM

No Location Works Cost

1 Ouse Bank Resurfacing 1Km £19,000

2 Burn Airfield Signage & Resurfacing 
2.5Km

£150,000

3 Barmby Barrage Upgrade surface 1.6Km £32,000

4 Pollington Long 
Lane / A645

Improved crossing facility £10,000

5 Snaith Cycle racks & Information 
board

£10,000

6 Knedlington Crossing facility £15,000

7 Howden Widening footway for shared 
use

£200,000DRAFT



PAGE  12YORKSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST CURRENT PROJECTS

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 4

LEGEND:

Yorkshire Wildlife Projects

Biodiversity Improvement 

Lower Ouse Wetland Creation 
& NFM

Barlow Common Nature Reserve

Linking Landowners on the 
Levels Sites

Lower Derwent SSSI
Interpretation/Cafe

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

YORKSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST CURRENT PROJECTS WITHIN 10KM

No Location Works Cost Other Partners

1 Biodiversity 
Improvement

Habitat Improvement 
Opportunities

£300,000 EA, NE

2 Lower Ouse 
Wetland Creation

Wetland development 
to assist Natural Flood 
Management (NFM)

£160,000 to 
£2m

EA, Landowners

3 Barlow Common 
Nature Reserve

Habitat creation and 
community engagement 
on LNR; community hub/
cafe

£200,000 Selby DC, One 
Selby (HWB)

4 Linking 
Landowners on 
the Levels project

Implement habitat 
creation on key farms 
within the Humberhead 
Levels to create priority 
lowland raised bog, wet 
grassland, reedbed, 
wet woodland, grazing 
marsh

£60,000  to  
£300,000

RSPB, Shire 
Group IDBs, 
Notts WT, 
Lincs WT, EA, 
NE, Hatfield 
Chase IDB, 
NFU, Doncaster 
Council, 
East Riding 
of Yorkshire 
Council, North 
Lincolnshire 
Council, Canal & 
River Trust,local 
landowners

5 Lower Derwent 
SSSI 
Interpretation 
Cafe

£150,000 Natural England, 
Environment 
Agency, Trans 
Pennine Trail

OPTION 4 OBJECTIVE

Develop a Community Trust Fund to support existing and 
future YWT projects within a 10Km radius that achieve 
aims and objectives of Key Partnerships

Fund Value: YWT projects £1.91m x 5 years = £9.5m

DRAFT



PAGE  13AGRICULTURAL LAND CLASSIFICATION WITHIN 10KM RADIUS

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 5

Trans Pennine Trail

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

Provisional Agricultural Land Classification 
(ALC) © Natural England.
Note: The ALC system classifies the ‘best 
and most versatile land’ as being Grades 1, 
2 and 3a.

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3a and 3b

Grade 4

Non-Agricultural

Grade 5

Urban

DRAFT



PAGE  14EXAMPLE OF GRADE 3 AGRICULTURAL LAND FOR SALE AT NOVEMBER 2018

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 5

GRADE 1

GRADE 2

GRADE 3

GRADE 4

GRADE 5

DESCRIPTION AREA (HA) AREA (ACRES) GUIDE PRICE PRICE PER HA PRICE PER ACRE

LOT 2 1.51 3.73 £50,000 £33,112 £13,405

LOT 3 3.23 7.98 £95,000 £29,411 £11,905

LOT 4 1.52 3.75 £50,000 £32,894 £13,333

ESTIMATE OF COSTS TO PURCHASE LAND AND TRANSFORM TO NATIVE WOODLAND

APPROXIMATE COST OF GRADE 3 LAND

DESCRIPTION AREA (HA) PURCHASE FENCING PLANTING TOTAL

LOT 2 1.51 £50,000 £9,650 £52,850 £112,500

LOT 3 3.23 £95,000 £18,000 £113,050 £226,050

LOT 4 1.52 £50,000 £10,000 £53,200 £113,200

£451,750

DRAFT



PAGE  15POTENTIAL SITE SEARCH FOR GRADE 3 LAND WITHIN 10KM RADIUS

MWLAOFF-SITE MITIGATION STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT - OPTION 5

Trans Pennine Trail

10 Km radius

3 Km radius

1 Km radius

Drax Power Station

LEGEND:

Grade 3a and 3b Agricultural Land (extracted 
from Provisional Agricultural Land 
Classification (ALC © Natural England)

Total Grade 3a and 3b area 
13,253 Ha within 10Km radius.

Assumes 21% Grade 3a, 79% 
Grade 3b (Natural England)

OPTION 5 OBJECTIVE

Develop a Community Trust Fund to purchase Grade 
3b agricultural land within a 10Km radius to convert to 
woodland, meadowland, floodplain meadow, or wetland 
that achieve aims and objectives of Key Partnerships

Fund Value: 30% of Grade 3b land within 3Km radius 
(significant adverse effect) = 246 Ha x £32K/ha = £7.87m

DRAFT



PAGE  16OBSERVATIONS & CONCLUSIONS RECOmmENdATIONS

MWLACONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

1.	 Significant Major Adverse Effects on Landscape Character Areas are recognised in the LVIA 
but not mitigated or ‘offset’ in the application. National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) 
acknowledges it may be appropriate to undertake landscaping off site.

2.	 The Examining Authority may take into account any development consent obligations that 
an applicant agrees with local authorities. These must be relevant to planning, necessary to 
make the proposed development acceptable in planning terms, directly related to the proposed 
development, fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the proposed development, and 
reasonable in all other respects.

3.	 It is reasonable and appropriate that Significant Adverse Effects on existing landscape character 
areas should be compensated for in the form of landscape enhancement measures to address 
acknowledged weaknesses in landscape character, and management objectives described in 
North Yorkshire and East Riding of Yorkshire Landscape Character Assessments. 

4.	 It is reasonable and appropriate that Significant Adverse Effects on PROW’s and the Trans 
Pennine Trail should be compensated for in the form of measures that contribute to Green 
Infrastructure and Health and Wellbeing objectives.

5.	 It is also reasonable and appropriate to take account of Selby District Council Policy SP12 
(Access to Services, Community Facilities and Infrastructure); Policy SP18 (Protecting and 
Enhancing the Environment); and Policy SP19 (Design Quality).

6.	 Further site survey and analysis work is required to produce detailed and costed landscape 
enhancement proposals tailored to individual character areas with input from landscape and 
ecology professionals taking account of existing important acknowledged biodiversity sites. 
(RAMSAR, SSSI, SINC, SAC, SPA) 

7.	 Recent precedents for off-site mitigation exist in North Yorkshire and East Riding of Yorkshire for 
major projects to contribute towards landscape, tourism, cultural heritage, health and wellbeing, 
and climate change.

8.	 Regional initiatives are already in place that any off-site mitigation works would contribute 
towards, such as The Northern Forest (White Rose Forest and HEYwoods) and The Leeds City 
Region Blue Green Infrastructure Strategy that includes Selby District.

9.	 There are several existing environmental projects administered by YWT and Trans Pennine Trail 
that could provide an immediate delivery mechanism for off-site mitigation measures.

10.	There is approximately 10,500 hectares of Grade 3b agricultural land within a 10Km radius of 
Drax Power Station that through acquisition could provide land for the creation of new native 
woodland, or establishment of native wildflower and floodplain meadows to enhance landscape 
character where affected, and also contribute to natural flood management, habitat diversity, and 
climate change measures such as carbon sequestration.

1.	 There are many cross boundary government and charitable agencies, that have interests within a 
10Km radius of Drax Power Station with ongoing and planned projects. These include: 

•	 Selby District Council
•	 East Riding of Yorkshire Council
•	 North Yorkshire County Council
•	 Environment Agency
•	 Natural England
•	 North Yorkshire and York Local Nature Partnership
•	 Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
•	 Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust (Dales to Vale Rivers Network)
•	 Canal and Rivers Trust
•	 Trans Pennine Trail 

2.	 Following consultation with these organisations, the Off-Site Mitigation Strategy has put forward 
5 different options to potentially offset or compensate for the significant adverse landscape and 
visual effects predicted by the Applicant’s LVIA. Each Option, albeit in different ways, supports 
the wider objectives of The Northern Forest, The Leeds City Region Blue Green Infrastructure 
Stratgey, and the North Yorkshire Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy. The average fund value of 
the 5 options put forward is £10.6m 

3.	 This Strategy recommendation is to establish a Community Trust project lead by qualified and 
experienced personnel to ‘grant aid’ existing projects and future projects that contribute to 
the above strategies and that can be reasonably said to repair acknowledged weaknesses in 
landscape character and address the landscape character management objectives from the 
published North Yorkshire and East Riding of Yorkshire Landscape Character Assessments. 
 
DELIVERY: 

•	 Delivery Organisation:  North Yorkshire and York Local Nature Partnership
•	 Delivery Mechanism:  Ring fenced Community Trust Fund
•	 Delivery Personnel: Ring fenced new expert officers within NY&YNP
•	 Fund:   £10 million + project setup costs of £250K with base within 10Km radius
•	 Timescale:  25 Years with 25% of fund available at Year 1 

•	 Priority Projects Yr1: TPT & YWT current projects 
    Purchase Grade 3b land for woodland creation and public access 
    Develop PROW network and links to open space network and TPTDRAFT


